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Vicar’s Welcome 
 
A very warm welcome to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM) for this year, which has been delayed a few months because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. During this meeting we will look back on 
2019, look forward to 2021, as well as fulfilling our legal duties to this 
parish that has been entrusted to our care. In all of this we give thanks 
to God for all that he has done among us over the past year or so.  
 
Of course, even though we are looking back, we will be all too aware 
of the way the pandemic has changed so many things, even some of 
what is written below that was prepared for earlier in the year. I have 
tried to focus on the fact in recent months that the Bible and 
generations of the Church past and present are full of stories of people 
realising God is so close to them in times of trouble. When things are 
hard that is when we discover what it means to live as a Church family, 
caring for our community. In our prayer and worship over the past few 
months we have concentrated on what will never change: God’s love 
for the world in Jesus Christ.  
 
A big part of putting God at the centre of who we are is saying thank 
you for things great and small. I will present a fuller report in person 
today (this will be available in written form afterwards as well) but let 
me say as an introduction to all that follows here: thank you! Thank 
you to Sue, Ken, the PCC, and each and every member of our Church 
family for the many, many ways, noticed and unnoticed, that you serve 
God in this place.  I am especially grateful to May Davis and Vicky 
Buckley for working together on the electoral roll, and to May for her 
tireless efforts drawing up the paperwork for the APCM and preparing 
this report. 
 
With every blessing,  
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Churchwarden’s Report 
 
We have continued to care for this beautiful church building and the 
churchyard beyond, and they remain in good order, with one or two 
exceptions and we will continue to work to the recommendations of 
the quinquennial report.  
 
We have upheld our duties in the way only a dedicated team of 
volunteers can - each one supporting each other.  
 
Being a churchwarden is a privilege and has a legal responsibility like no 
other, but the main responsibility as I see it is to support Charles our 
vicar, to exercise leadership along with the members of the PCC and 
work together, leading the church forward in prayer, worship and care 
of one another.  
 
St Paul, in his letters to the early church puts this much better than me 
but I want to thank each and everyone of you for your willingness to 
help me personally over the last year, you truly are TEAM ST JAMES!  
 
I couldn’t finish this report without a thanking Anne McCreath for her 
service as churchwarden until she stepped down from duty last year.  
I’m sure, like me, you have missed Anne as she was not only an 
excellent churchwarden but also a good companion and friend and 
hopefully sometime in the future she maybe able to take up the post 
again.  
 
With every blessing  
Sue  
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Safeguarding Report 
 
During the last 12 months there have no incidents to report. 
 
We have joined the parish safeguarding dashboard, which makes it 
easier to collate and update safeguarding information and training.  
All our church leaders are up to date with training, and most of the 
PCC have completed their basic safeguarding training.  
If any members of the church generally would like basis safeguarding 
training please do let me know.  
 
The safeguarding information is on the notice board at the back of 
church, if anyone wants any more information please do not hesitate to 
ask Rev Charles or myself. 
 
We have a vacancy! 
We need a designated person to do the DBS checks; I understand this 
is not a laborious job but a very important one none the less.  
We don’t have many specific jobs or roles that require DBS checks at 
the moment, but that could change in the future. 
 
Sue Turner 
Safeguarding Officer 
 
 
Choir and Organ  
 
The organ has been re-tuned and all faults remedied.   
Again, as in previous years, our desperate pleas for help from the 
congregation to increase the membership of the choir seems to have 
fallen on deaf ears!  As a result, aid has come from further afield and I 
am truly thankful for all their support. 
 



	   7	  

We are pleased to welcome Delia into the choir and hope she enjoys 
many happy and often hilarious moments with us. We also welcome 
Ian Corden with his superb guitar accompaniment during communion. 
Rev Jonny Vaughan was pleased to accept our suggestion that our 
augmented choir sang the Nine Lessons and Carols service at St. John 
the Baptist, Wolvey. It was met with thanks and much appreciation, as 
they had not had that particular service for a number of years. That 
event, together with our own Carol Service, ended quite a good year 
“music wise”. 
 
Audrey Watkins 
 
Worship Band Report 
 
The St James’ Worship Band have enjoyed leading worship songs in 
numerous services through the year. Whether it is playing in the 
monthly cafe church services, or in services around Christmas and 
Easter, it is our hope and prayer that we are able to facilitate an 
inspiring worship experience for those attending these services.  
 
The year has seen the group expand and is exciting the prospect of 
young musicians waiting in the wings to be part of the future of the 
band. It has also been a year where I have enjoyed the opportunity of 
playing once monthly in communion services. We welcome any future 
opportunities to be involved in other services alongside Cafe Church.  
 
Since the lockdown restrictions presented by the pandemic, it has been 
challenging, yet exciting to have been able to be involved in online cafe 
church services. We have recorded songs from our homes that have 
hopefully facilitated a worship experience for those engaging in the 
services online. 
 
We are excited about what God has in store for the Worship Band in 
the years to come.   
Ian Corden 
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Café Church Report 
 
There are huge opportunities for the Church to focus on children, 
young people and their parents. St James All Age Café Church is a 
welcoming relaxed style of worship to encourage young people and 
their families to actively continue to explore faith. 

The service is led by Rev. Charles and Rev. Emma, the congregation 
follow a PowerPoint, and the hymns are led by the Worship Band. 
There is an opportunity for children to take part in the readings and 
the congregation to take part in the services. Within the service there 
is a quiz related to the content of worship and the children can make a 
craft item to take home. 

 Feedback from the families include comments ‘of feeling at ease’ 
‘feeling welcomed’ ‘find the hymns uplifting’ and that they leave feeling 
‘inspired’.     

Attracting young families to church is crucial; if a church is appealing to 
children then parents may come too. Recent Church of England 
research noted that growth is more likely to be found where there are 
a good number of children as well as adults attending. Hopefully going 
forward All Age Café Church will continue with this growth. 

I would like to thank the craft supporting team and Jonathon for his 
entertaining quizzes. 

Teresa Bird 
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Sacristan’s Report 
 
From the Vicar: 
The team is Mary Gordon, Rachel Partridge, Chris May, and Anita 
Anthony, at least one of whom is available at every Communion 
service. The sacristy team is one that works behind the scenes, but 
make a vital contribution to our worshipping life as we gather around 
the Lord’s table week by week. The dedication of the whole team is a 
blessing to me and to the whole of St James and I’m sure they have our 
thanks as they continue to “set the table” and much more besides. It 
has been wonderful to see Anita Anthony join the team this year. This 
is what their work entails: 
 
Arrive half an hour before service unlock church and turn on lights; 
Turn on sound system; 
Make sure Church is clean and tidy, especially around the altar; 
Prepare Credence table; 
Ensure correct frontal colours are on display; 
Prepare wine, water and hosts in containers and ensure correct 
amount for each service; 
Select and put out correct order of service and ensure the Banns book 
is available when required; 
Check for the correct readings and set up lectern ready for readers; 
Light candles, check oil and change when required; 
If there is a baptism set all necessary materials; 
At the end of service wash-up and put everything away; 
Cover Altar; collect linen for washing; refill envelopes in back of seats 
for donations; 
Check Holy water in Stoop in porch; 
Turn off sound; Turn off lights; Lock church. 
Order Church supplies i.e. candles etc. from suppliers.  
	  
Chris May 
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Ringing Master’s Report 2019-20	  
 
The Tower 
 Some of the issues I raised last year have been resolved. 

1. The telecoms equipment fitted to the tower has been removed. 
The extra lighting that was fitted by the telecoms company has 
been left in situ and working. 

2. There has been no progress on the clock motor repair. 
3. The drainpipe at the top of the tower has been cleared, but there 

may still be some bits of root left in the down pipe. Thanks to Vic 
Brindley for his work clearing the gulley and the drainpipe. 

4. The flag pope has been removed from the top of the tower along 
with the fixing brackets, again thanks to Vic for his help. 

5. Simon Adams of Taylor’s came and inspected the bells and has 
sent a report to the PCC. This report does not show the whole 
picture, there is a lot of work that will be require in the next few 
years if the bells are to remain in a ringable condition, more of 
that later. 

 
Ringing and ringers 
The bells have been rung regularly for Sunday morning and evening 
services, and for special services when required. 
We continue to hold our once a month joint practices with Wolvey 
ringers alternating between the two towers. These continue to be very 
successful and enjoyable events. 
Roger continues to be a good supporter on both practice nights and 
Sunday mornings. Ivan helps out on practice nights, and Richard helps 
out when we are short on special occasions. 
I would like to thank all the ringers for their continued support 
throughout the year, especially on Sundays, the main stays of the band 
are Dave, Chris, Jean, Joy, Kay, Roger, Sue and myself. 
 
Ringing Outing 
 We did not have a ringing outing this year because the AGM was too 
late to get it organized. 
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Quarter Peals and other events 
 We rang six quarter peals on the Saturdays between Bonfire Night 
and Christmas this year, and once again we had help from people from 
other towers to make up the bands. The Wolvey ringers were very 
supportive and rang in most of the quarters, and we had other ringers 
from Allesley, Burbage, Kenilworth, Stoke, and Coventry Cathedral. 

 
Quarters were rung of: Plain Bob Major, Grandsire Triples Cambridge 
Surprise, Norwich Surprise, Kent Treble Bob, and Plain Bob Minor. 
The quarter peal of Plain Bob Major was dedicated to the 200th year 
since the birth of George Eliot 
   
The Future 
The majority bells and their present fittings have been in the tower for 
nearly one hundred years and are showing sign of wear. Also the tower 
has always been a problem as it moves when the bells are rung and 
makes the bells difficult to ring. The best solution to these problems 
would be to lower the bells in the tower and also reduce the weight of 
the bells. Now would be an ideal time to carry out this project, the 
telecoms equipment has been removed from the clock chamber, 
making space for the bells to be lowered, and the ringers would be 
prepared to do the necessary fund raising. We are proposing to put 
forward a proposal to this effect at the next PCC. 
 
 More Ringers Required 
 If anyone knows of any potential recruits please ask them to come to 
any practice night or contact any of the ringers. 
 
Geoff Pratt 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 
2019 has been a very successful year with the Group. Our number has 
remained steady with Rev Charles attending when he is able which we 
believe gives a lift to us all.  We have met on 2nd Saturday of each 
month 8:30-9:30am.  We enjoy a brief service followed by a simple 
breakfast, then we discuss everything under the sun, putting the world 
to right – it certainly needs some sorting out at the moment!! 
If anyone is interested please speak to me or a member of the Group – 
you will be most welcome. 
 
Brian Choules 
 
Coffee Morning 
 
We plan the coffee mornings for the first Saturday of each month, 
along with Anne, who organises the extremely successful raffle. We are 
proud that we have the organising down to a fine professional art. 
These events have become more and more popular, and we have 
welcomed visitors from near and far.  We are always very appreciative 
and grateful to all who offer their help in any way, to make this a 
popular village event. On average, we cut up about 20+ large beautiful 
cakes so generously donated by our dedicated bakers.  Our speciality 
coffees are another favourite with visitors. All profits from the coffee 
mornings are donated to St James’ Church, and then transferred to the 
Preservation Fund for the upkeep of the Church. 
 
Throughout the year, coffee mornings have taken on different themes, 
and the wearing of the appropriate head gear has become quite a 
tradition e.g. Christmas pudding hats, crowns for Epiphany, bunny ears 
for Easter, red/white/blue rosettes for a patriotic theme and red 
poppies for Remembrance Day… any excuse for staff to get into the 
spirit of the season!   
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July coffee morning usually coincides with carnival weekend. So in 2019 
we opened on Sunday too, carnival day, and provided cream teas with 
fresh strawberries, another great success. 
 
Our baking competitions have proved very popular. October saw our 
Apple Pie bake off, which was extremely well supported. 
Christmas coffee morning was a very festive one, along with the ever-
popular Tombola, we had a small craft stall with handmade gifts and 
cards, both did very well. 
 
Joy Pluckrose, Ginny Castledine and Pam Gibbs 
 
From the vicar: 
I am so grateful for the amazing dedication and leadership shown by 
Joy, Ginny and Pam over many years and extend all of our thanks to 
them as they hand on the running of the coffee morning to others as 
we work on bringing it back post-lockdown.  
 
St James CofE Academy Report 
 
Well it has been an interesting year since I submitted my last report! I 
hope this finds you are well and staying safe.   

We continue to nurture, appreciate and grow our relationship with St 
James Church and Reverend Charles has been a blessing in so many 
ways.   

We had regular visits to the church, including a welcoming service for 
the Year 3 children who joined the school, Christmas, Harvest Festival, 
Easter, and Remembrance. Each one was planned jointly and enjoyed 
by a mixture of pupils, staff and families. There is never enough room 
for us all as they are so positively attended and yet Charles and his 
team just cope! Charles visited school on several occasions to 
complete worships, talk with the children and staff. Sue Turner was 
also a regular visitor to the school in her role as a Governor and she 
was a fantastic support in preparations for our SIAMS visit, this was 
postponed due to COVID 19. She met with the worship council and 
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produced a lovely report that captured the interdependency that there 
is between our school and church.   

When COVID hit in March, Charles continued to be supportive, he 
kept in regular contact, provided worships to be shared with the 
children by remote access. We continued to share the church services 
that were produced during the lock down. Charles also kept in contact 
with me and ensured that my mental health was doing ok, and I am 
very grateful for this.    

I cannot wait for the normality to return so that we can continue to 
grow together and share many more positive experiences.  

Jane Cook 
Head Teacher 
 
Gift Aid Secretary’s Report 
 
Income tax reclaimed through Gift Aid, including repayment interest, 
for the tax year ended 5th April 2019 totalled £7161.28. This included 
£1249.87 refunded through the Gift Aid Small Donation Scheme 
(GASDS). This scheme allows us to claim a tax refund on small cash 
donations upto a total of £5000 per tax year. 
 
During the tax year, 6th April 2018 to 5th April 2019 there were on 
average 47 members of the congregation enrolled on the Gift Aid 
Scheme. 
 
Vic Brindley 
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From Diocesan Synod… 
 
16 3 2019 
Synod met at Harris Academy, Rugby. The Bishop opened with 
worship and then addressed the meeting on “Living in Love and Faith”. 
The Chair of the Houses of Clergy and Laity gave a report on 
Safeguarding and a presentation on the Parish and Diocesan dashboard, 
which was discussed. A discussion of the Deanery films followed. 
 
10 06 2019 
Synod met at St Mark’s Church, Coventry.  There was a short 
presentation on the Bridge Project, which is coming to Coventry in 
September.  Before moving on to his presentation the Bishop shared 
with us the recommendation to mark 29th March (the day originally 
timetabled for the UK’s exit from the EU) with three candles – one for 
my hopes and fears, one for those of my neighbour, and one for the 
world. Graeme Pringle introduced a safeguarding session. Julie Bellamy, 
Diocesan Director of finance, and Clive Hogger, Assistant Archdeacon, 
addressed the Synod on generous giving. 
 
November 2019 
Synod met for the last meeting of 2019 at St Andrew’s Church centre. 
 
Iris Duggan 
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Papers for today’s meetings… 
 

BULKINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 

and 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF The Vestry Meeting 
To be held on Sunday 11th October 2020 at 11:15 

am 
 

1. 
Apologies: 
 

2. Election of two Churchwardens: 
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Agenda for THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING  

To be held on Sunday 11th October 2020 at 11:15 am 
 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of previous meeting  14 04 2019 

3. Matters arising  

4. Vicar’s Report 

 

 

5. Reports of the Parochial Church Council, 

5.2 Annual report of the Proceedings of the PCC and 
changes to Electoral roll 

5.3 The Financial Statements of the Council for the year 
ended 31 December  2019      

5.4. A Report on the proceedings of the Deanery Synod. 

5.5 Reports of other committees and organisations – for 
information 
 

6. Elections and Appointments 

6.1 Laity to the Parochial Church Council for a term of 3 
years - 2  members 

12-15 members req’d 

6.2 Appointment of Deputy Churchwardens 

6.3 Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

The following sub-committees reporting to the PCC are 
due for review: 

•  Finance Committee 

• Worship Committee 
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• Church Buildings Development Committee 

7 Any other business 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL  
CHURCH MEETING 

Held on Sunday 14th April 2019, in St James Church 
 

Present: 
Rev Charles Higgins -  Chair 
See attendance   register – 32 parishioners attended. 
 
1.Apologies  
 Joy Pluckrose; Charlotte Van Jaarsveld 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on  15 04 2018 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 04 2018 were proposed by 
Chris Worley and seconded by Anne McCreath as a true record and 
unanimously accepted. 
 
3. Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising 
 
4. Vicar’s Report 
In addition to the report already handed out, Rev Charles reported 
that 1,000 people had been welcomed into Church over the Christmas 
period. Rev Charles thanked everyone who 
had been involved. Coffee mornings and cafe church are excellent 
opportunities for meeting and welcoming new people and families in 
church and there are signs that cafe church is growing. During the past 
year there were 23 baptisms, 10 marriages and 16 funeral services. 
Rev Charles thanked Sybil for her efficient handling of the wedding and 
baptism administration. Peter Furnival  retires from the PCC this year 
and Rev Charles thanked him for his commitment and looks forward to 
his continuing presence in the choir stalls.   
Although Rachel Partridge’s term of office has come to an end, she is 
willing to stand again which is greatly appreciated. 
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The Parish Share this year is £50,103.00.  The highly successful Gift 
Day allowed last year’s Parish Share to be paid.  Further thought needs 
to be focused on finances and Church giving in the forthcoming 
Year. 
 
5. Reports of Parochial Church Council 
5.2.   
Annual report of the proceedings of the PCC – Minutes are available 
from each PCC meeting for parishioners to read.  The electoral roll 
currently has 142 members. 
5.3.  
The audited Financial statements of the Council for the year ended 
December 2019 were had been handed out. These had already been 
approved by the PCC – it was noted that the monies from the coffee 
morning which amounted to £4325.00 were now included in the 
preservation account. 
5.4.  
Report of the Deanery Synod – this had been handed out. 
5.5 
Report of other committees and organisations – these had been 
handed out. 
 
6.Elections and Appointments 
6.1. 
Laity to Parochial Church Council 
Sybil Randle proposed by May Davis and seconded by Michael 
Whitehead 
Rachel Partridge proposed by Vicki Buckley and seconded by Chris 
Worley. 
Both nominees were unanimously elected. 
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May Davis will continue as secretary 
Shirley Eburne will continue as treasurer. 
 
6.2. 
Appointment of sidespeople: 
John May, Pam Haynes, Peter Gordon, Pam Gibbs, Jane Brown, Shirley 
Smith, Rachel Partridge, Jo Young, Pat Orrill,  Sybil Randle, Ginny 
Castledine, Annie Elson, Marion Chapman, and Vicki Buckley 
6.3. 
Appointment of Independent Examiner: 
Bishop Simmons was nominated by Anne McCreath,  seconded by Sue 
Turner and unanimously approved to undertake this role. 
Letter of thanks to Bishop Simmons   - this work is undertaken free of 
charge. 
6.4 
Appointment of Assistant Church Wardens: 
Brian Choules, John May, Chris Worley, Rachel Partridge 
 
Review of Sub-Committees: 
This will be undertaken at the next PCC meeting. 
 
7.Any other business: 
There was no other business. 
 
The meeting closed by saying the Grace. 
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A Summary of 2019 Accounts… 
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